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Sikhs Protest Indian Genocide on Republic Day 

Sikhs Mourn Murders of Over 250,000 Sikh Brothers and Sisters 
No Democracy for Sikhs, Christians, Muslims, Other Minorities 

WASHINGTON, D.C., January 21, 2010 - India declared itself a republic on January 26, 1950, formally adopting its constitution 
written by the Dalit ("untouchable") leader Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. But India is not a republic. It is a Hindu theocracy where 
minorities are routinely murdered, oppressed, and humiliated. Since 1984, India has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs. Another 
52,000 are being held as political prisoners. Police officers were paid more than 41,000 cash bounties to kill Sikhs. In addition 
more than 90,000 Kashmiri Muslims and 2,000 o 5,000 Muslims in Gujarat have died at the hands of the government The 
Indian government has killed over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland as well as tens of thousands of Assamese Bodos Dalits 
Manipuris, Tamils, and other minorities. In the words of Narinder Singh, a spokesman for the Golden Temple 'the seat of the 
Sikh religion, who was interviewed in August 1997 by National Public Radio, "The Indian government, all the time they boast that 
they are secular, that they are democratic. But they have nothing to do with a democracy, nothing to do with a secularism Thev 
just kill Sikhs to please the majority." 

What is there for Sikhs and other minorities to celebrate? The essence of democracy is the right to self-determination but for 
minorities there is no self-determination. As Represenatie Dana Rohrabacher (R-Cal.) Has said, "For the people of Jammu and 
Punjab and Kashmir, India might as well not be a democracy. For them, India might as well be Nazi Germany. The January 15- 
30, 2010 issue of Dalit Voice writes of India's "treacherous relationship with Nazi Germany which they desperately cultivated in 
the hope that Hitler would defeat Britain, their hated enemy which ruled India then." 

A major force in India is the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), an organization that Dalit Voice describes as a "Brahminicai 
terrorist organization." It was formed in support of the Fascist movement. The main opposition party, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), is the political arm of the RSS. The RSS published a booklet on how to implicate Christians in false criminal cases. The 
RSS and its branches have been implicated in major acts of violence and terrorism. Even worse, according to Dalit Voice is 
"the more deadly Brahminicai terroist outfit called the Abhinav Bharat, headed by a serving Indian army officer, Lt. Col [Shrikant 
Prasad] Purohit, now in jail for many terrorist killings along with his gang." Purohit procured RDX explosives for a train blast and 
planned a Hindu government in exile. The Indian government is involved in Lt. Col. Purohit's activities. That is not India's only 
involvement with terrorism. According to the January 2, 2002 issue of the Washington Times, India is sponsoring cross-border 
terrorism in the Pakistani province of Sindh. India has spent $1 .3 billion in Afghanistan to undermine the interests of Pakistan !i 
gave $1.5 billion to the late governor of Punjab, Surendra Nath, to propagate and support covert state terrorism in Punjab and 
Kashmir, according to the Indian newspaper Hitavada. 

For Sikhs, the only way out of this quagmire is to free their homeland, Khalistan, from its occupation by India. In a free Khalistan 
Sikhs will flourish and have the respect of the international community. In a free Khalistan, Sikhs can live with honor and dignity 
among the other nations of the world. We must have our own representatives to the United Nations and other international 
organizations. 

As soon as Khalistan is free, per capita income will increase manyfold. There are three million Sikhs outside India They are 
anxious to help their Sikh brothers and sisters back home as soon as Khalistan is free. If every Sikh outside India invested 
$5000 in free Khalistan, that would amount to 1.5 billion dollars. This would transform Punjab from a poverty-stricken country 
where farmers are forced to sell their crops at below-market rates to a prosperous land like Europe. And Sikhs would not be the 
only ones who would invest. Other people who were looking to make a profit would invest in a thriving prosperous Khalistan 
The farmers of Khalistan would be able to sell their produce internationally at market rates, which would double triple or even 
quadruple the price they could receive. This would bring enormous prosperity to the farmers of Khalistan. 

"Only freedom for Khalistan will end the repression and allow the people of Punjab, Khalistan to live in freedom dignity anci 
prosperity," said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan, the organization leading the struggle to liberate 
Khalistan. "Remember Khalsa Bagi Yan Badshah," he said. "Democracies don't commit genocide. Republic Day should be a 
day of mourning, not celebration" Dr. Aulakh said. "It is time for India to live up to the principles of its constitution and protec 
and extend freedom for all. And it is time to start a Shantmai Morcha to end the Indian occupation and liberate Khalistan " 
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Memorandum to European Parliament Human Rights Branch 
Regarding Persecution of Sikhs, Christians, and Other Minorities in 

India November 12. 2009 

Free Khalistan is Essential for the Survival of the Sikh Nation 

November 12, 2009 

To the Members of Parliament: 

Thank you for inviting me here today. India pretends to be a democracy like Belgium or the 
United States, but in fact it is a repressive, theocratic tyranny. To quote U.S. Representative 
Edolphus Towns, "the mere fact that they have the right to choose their oppressors does not 
mean that they live in a democracy." Democracies do not engage in extrajudicial killings of 
their own citizens. They do not hold political prisoners. They do not put people in jail 
without charge or trial. Democracies do not arrest people and kill them for demanding 
freedom. They don't arrest people, torture them, murder them, secretly cremate them, and 
declare them unidentified bodies. India has done all these things. 

The cases of Indian abuse of minorities are too numerous to mention. Recently, Sikh activist 
Sardar Daljit Singh Bittu was arrested merely for speaking out in support of independence for 
Khalistan, the Sikh homeland that declared its independence from India on October 7, 1987. 
Courts have ruled that supporting Khalistan is a legal activity, but the Indian government 
continues to arrest people for it anyway. In 2006, 35 Sikh activists were arrested for 
marching, making speeches, and raising the Khalistani flag. The only way this repression of 
Sikhs will stop is in a sovereign, independent, free Khalistan. 

All in all, India has murdered over a quarter of a million Sikhs, niofelhan' 300,000 Christians 
in Nagaland, more than 90,000 Kashmiri Muslims, 2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in Gujarat, and 
tens of thousands of Assamese, Bodos, Dalits (the so-called "Untouchables", the aboriginal 
people of India), Manipuris, and Tamils and other minorities. According to the Movement 
Against State Repression (MASR) - an organization that should not exist in a democracy - 
over 52,000 Sikhs are being held as political prisoners. Amnesty International reports that 
tens of thousands of other minorities are being held as political prisoners as well. In 1994, 
the U.S. State Department reported that Indian police paid out over 41,000 cash bounties to 
police officers for killing Sikhs. One bonus was paid to an officer who killed a three-year- 
old boy. 

Since Christmas 1998, the target of choice has been Christians. There have been numerous 
attacks on prayer halls, Christian schools, and other such facilities. Several churches have 



been burned. Christians have had their houses set on fire. The Indian police even broke up a 
Christian religious festival with gunfire! On July 31, India-West reported that a nun was 
paraded half naked through the streets of Bhubaneswar after she was raped. She is only one 
of several nuns who have been raped. One was forced to drink her own urine. Several 
priests have been murdered. Missionary Graham Staines was brutally murdered along with 
his 10-year-old son while they slept in their jeep by a mob of Hindus chanting "victory to 
Hannuman." All of these acts are committed with impunity. 

A Sikh physician, Dr. Harshinder Kaur, presented a paper to the United Nations Interfaith 
Conference in Geneva earlier this year exposing the brutal practice of female infanticide. For 
this, she was threatened with "the consequences of speaking out against India" in front of the 
conference chairman, then transferred to a hospital in Chandigarh, requiring an 80-mile 
commute every day just to do her job. Then she was fired. It took significant international 
pressure on the Indian government to get her reinstated. The late Sardar Sukhbir Singh Osan, 
a journalist who ran the website Burning Punjab, received a call warning him that "it is 
dangerous to report against the government." 

A police official told the press that the massacre in Gujarat was pre-planned. The 
government ordered the police not to get involved to stop the killings, an eerie parallel to the 
massacre of Sikhs in Delhi in 1984 in which over 20,000 Sikhs were murdered. In that 
incident, the police were confined to their barracks while the state-run radio and television 
called for more Sikh blood. 

The Golden Temple attack of 1984 was an attempt by the Indian government to wipe out the 
Sikh religion. It set off a wave of repression that continues to this day. How can a 
democracy set out to destroy the religions of minority peoples? 

There are enough of these kinds of incidents to fill a book. Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, and 
other minorities can make a "highlight reel" of their oppression and still have plenty of 
information left. 

Listen to the words of Narinder Singh, a spokesman for the Golden Temple, to America's 
national Public Radio: "The Indian government all the time they boast that they're 
democratic, they're secular, but they have nothing to do with a democracy, they have nothing 
to do with a secularism. They try to crush Sikhs just to please the majority." As writer Tim 
Phares has written in an article for the London Institute of South Asia, "It is not safe to be a 
minority in India." 

Thank you again for extending me this opportunity to address this august body. 




Sincerely. 




Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh 
President 

Council of Khalistan 
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Dal jit Singh Bittu Must Be Released Immediately 

Dear Chief Minister Badal: 

I am writing to you today to urge you to release Sardar Daljit Singh Bittu. Your govern meat 
arrested S. Bittu in August under the so-called "Unlawful Activities Prevention Act" for displaying 
pictures of Sant Bhindranwale and speaking out for Khalistan. He was previously arrested in 2006 
for making speeches. Is speech a crime in Punjab under your government? 

It is shameful that you have arrested S. Bittu for demanding freedom. As a Sikh, presumably you 
say "Raj Rare Get Khalsa" ("the Khalsa shall rule") every day. Do you mean it or do you just say it? 
If you mean it, then why aren't you in jail with S. Bittu, since speaking for Sikh freedom and 
sovereignty is apparently now a crime in Punjab? 

When the late Colonel Partap Singh was arrested several years ago for openly supporting Khalistan, 
the courts ruled that supporting Khalistan is not a crime. In 2004, Gurnihal Singh Pirzada was 
arrested on charges that he attended a meeting with "dissidents." Although he denied attending the 
meeting, he said that it would not be illegal if he did. Yet your government insists on criminalizing 
speech in support of Khalistan. Your government was behind the removal of Akal Takht Jathedar 
Joginder Singh Vedanti simply because he came to New York and spoke out for Khalistan. 

Similarly, Daljit Singh Bittu was simply exercising his right to freedom of speech. There was no 
legal basis for his arrest. By arresting him and continuing to hold him, you mark yourself as an 
enemy of the Sikh Nation. History will not forget and Sikhs will not forgive what you are doing. 

The arrest of Daljit Singh Bittu underlines exactly why Khalistan is needed. We must have it so that 
people like you and the Indian regime cannot arrest Sikhs for exercising their freedom of speech. It 
is the only way to prevent our religion and our culture from being subsumed by (lie Hindu 
nationalists and their puppets. 

Mr. Badal, I call on you to release S. Bittu immediately. It is the only way to redeem yourself in the 
eyes of the Khalsa Panth. 




Sincerely, 

Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh 
President 

Council of Khalistan 

K „ 



Council of Khalistan Press Release 

'RECOGNIZE YE ALL THE HUMAN RACE AS ONE' 
Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Master 

730 24 th St. NW, Suite 210 http://www.khalistan. com Contact: B. Singh 202 337-1904 

Washington, DC 20037 khalistan&.khalistan. com Release Instructions: Immediate, September 3, 2009 

Bittu Arrested for Promoting Khalistan 

Violation of Longstanding Court Ruling 

Shame on Badal for Arresting Sikh for Demanding Freedom, Sovereignty 

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 3, 2009 - Sardar Daljit Singh Bittu, President of the Akali Dal (Panch Pardhani), 
was arrested last Tuesday under the so-called "Unlawful Activities Prevention Act." Bittu was arrested for displaying 
pictures of Sant Jarnail Singh bhindranwale and speaking out in support of an independent Khalistan. Bittu and four 
others were charged with attempting to revive militancy and remanded to police custody until September 6. "It is 
shameful that the Badal government arrested a Sikh leader for demanding freedom when he himself presumably says 
'Raj Kare Ga Khalsa' every day," said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan, which leads the 
struggle to free Khalistan, the Sikh homeland that declared its independence from India on October 7, 1987. 

Bittu's arrest is part of a pattern in Punjab. When the late Colonel Partap Singh was arrested several years ago for 
openly supporting Khalistan, the courts ruled that supporting Khalistan is a legal activity, yet India continues to arrest 
people for it. Thirty-five (35) Sikh leaders, including former Member of parliament Simranjit Singh Mann as well as 
leaders of Dal Khalsa and others, were arrested in 2005 and 2006 for raising the flag of Khalistan and making 
speeches in support of Khalistan. 

"It is clear once again that there is no freedom of speech in the so-called 'world's largest democracy'," said Dr. Aulakh. 
"India will not even live by its own laws," he said. "The case of Colonel Partap Singh clearly established taht 
advocating Khalistan is a legal activity, yet the Indian government continues to override the law to oppress and 
persecute the Sikh Nation. We need a free Khalistan to put an end to the kind of abuse that Daljit Singh Bittu and 
others are experiencing merely for exercising their rights. How can a democracy arrest people merely for speaking 
out," he asked. He called on the Sikhs in Punjab to use this arrest as a catalyst to launch a Shantmai Morcha 
(peaceful agitation) for Khalistan. 

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians since 1948, 
almost 1 00,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1 988, and tens of thousands of Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and 
others. Nuns have been raped, priests have been killed, and churches vahe been burned. The Indan Supreme Court 
called the Indian government's murders of Sikhs "worse than a genocide." 

According to a report by the Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held as political 
prisoners in India without charge or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! "These prisoners never 
committed any crime but peacefully speaking out for Sikh freedom,' said Dr. Aulakh. "What is a democracy doing 
holding political prisoners?" he askled. "This alone shows that for Sikhs and other minorities, there is no democracy, 
no freedom of speech." 

According to a witness in the Malegaon bombing case, a Central Intelligence Agency report predicts the breakup of 
India by 2015. In the March 4, 2002 issue of Forbes magazine, editor Steve Forbes wrote that multinational countries 
such as the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and others historically are 
doomed to fall apart. India is one such country, a hodgepodge thrown together by the British colonialists for their 
administrative convenience. 

"As Professor Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, 'If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not a 
Sikh', Dr. Aulakh noted. "We must continue to pray and work for our God-given right of freedom," he said. "Witfiout 
political power, religions cannot flourish and nations perish." 

##30## 

[Press release is also available at our website, www.khaIistan.coml 

This material is circulated by the Council of Khalistan, which is registered with the Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, DC under the Foreign Agents Registration Act as an agent of 
the Council of Khalistan, golden Temple, Amritsar, Punjab. The material is filed with the DOJ where the required registration is available for inspection. Registration does not indicate approval 
of the contents by the U.S. Government.. 
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Bittu Arrested for Promoting Khalistan 

Violation of Long-Standing Court Ruling 

Shame on Bad a I for Arresting Sikh for Demanding Freedom, Sovereignty 

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 3, 2009 - Sardar Daljit Singh Bittu, President of the Akali Dai (Panch Pardhani), 
was arrested last Tuesday under the so-cailed "Unlawful Activities Prevention Act." Bittu was arrested for displaying 
pictures of Sant Jarnail Singh bhindranwale and speaking out in support of an independent Khalistan. Bittu and four 
others were charged with attempting to revive militancy and remanded to police custody until September 6. "It is 
shameful that the Badal government arrested a Sikh leaderfor demanding freedom when he himself presumably says 
'Raj Kare Ga Khalsa' every day," said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan, which leads the 
struggle to free Khalistan, the Sikh homeland that declared its independence from India on October 7, 1987. 

Bittu's arrest is part of a pattern in Punjab. When the late Colonel Partap Singh was arrested several years ago for 
openly supporting Khalistan, the courts ruled that supporting Khalistan is a legal activity, yet India continues to arrest 
people for it. Thirty-five (35) Sikh leaders, including former Member of parliament Simranjit Singh Mann as well as 
leaders of Dal Khalsa and others, were arrested in 2005 and 2006 for raising the flag of Khalistan and makinq 
speeches in support of Khalistan. 

"It is clear once again that there is no freedom of speech in the so-called 'world's largest democracy'," said Dr Aulakh 
"India will not even live by its own laws," he said. "The case of Colonel Partap Singh clearly established taht 
advocating Khalistan is a legal activity, yet the Indian government continues to override the law to oppress and 
persecute the Sikh Nation. We need a free Khalistan to put an end to the kind of abuse that Daljit Singh Bittu and 
others are experiencing merely for exercising their rights. How can a democracy arrest people merely for speaking 
out," he asked. He called on the Sikhs in Punjab to use this arrest as a catalyst to launch a Shantmai Morcha 
(peaceful agitation) for Khalistan. 

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians since 1948 
almost 100,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits and 
others. Nuns have been raped, priests have been killed, and churches vahe been burned. The Indan Supreme Court 
called the Indian government's murders of Sikhs "worse than a genocide." 

According to a report by the Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held as political 
prisoners in india without charge or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! "These prisoners never 
committed any crime but peacefully speaking out for Sikh freedom,' said Dr. Aulakh. "What is a democracy doing 
holding political prisoners?" he askled. "This alone shows that for Sikhs and other minorities, there is no democracy 
no freedom of speech." 

According to a witness in the Malegaon bombing case, a Central Intelligence Agency report predicts the breakup of 
India by 201 5. In the March 4, 2002 issue of Forbes magazine, editor Steve Forbes wrote that multinational countries 
such as the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and others historically are 
doomed to fall apart. India is one such country, a hodgepodge thrown together by the British colonialists for their 
administrative convenience. 

"As Professor Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, 'If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not a 
Sikh', Dr. Aulakh noted. "We must continue to pray and work for our God-given right of freedom," he said. "Without 
political power, religions cannot flourish and nations perish." 
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Email: khidisttmQdhliuUstun.qnii 
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Dear Advisor: 

The annual convention of the Council of Khalistan will be held on October 10-11, 2009 at the 
Gurdwara Sahib in San Jose, California. Every Sikh is invited. We look forward to seeing you at 
this exciting event! This Gurdwara is the largest and most beautiful, according to Sardar Jit Singh 
Benniwal. 

Many important matters will be discussed, so it is crucial that every Gurdwara send you or another 
delegate. Please make plans to attend. 

Delegates should arrive on. October 9 so you will be there fr the opening of business on the 1 0" 1 . To 
make arrangements, please contact Sardar Sukhdev Singh Denniwal at (408) 421-9463 or &m&s( 

b^sif^yiAJ^' £?f\ 5 1 & — / ft-i — 1> <y (y U V <y 

Please see the attached program for more details and information. 

As Professor Darshan Singh said, "If a Sikh is not a Khahstam, he is not a Sikh." We need all your 
participation and support in every way to free Khalistan. 



Panth Da Sewadar, 






Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh 
President 

Council of IChalistan 
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Program for Council of Klialistan Convention 



Friday, October 9 

Arrival of Delegates 

Saturday, October 10 

9:00-10:00 Registration and Breakfast 

10:00-1:00 Morning Session 

10:00-1 0:30 Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh - Progress During the Past Year 
10::30-1 :00 Delegate Speeches - 10 to 15 minutes each (How to free Khalistan) 

1:00-2:30 Guru Ka Langar 

2:30-5:00 Afternoon Session 

5:00-5:30 Tea Break 

5:30-9:00 Open Discussion and Guru Ka Langar 
Sunday, October 11 

9:00-1 1 :00 Breakfast and Presentations by Delegates and Informal Discussion 
1 1 :00- 1 :00 Participation in Gurdwara Kirtan and Addressing the Congregation 
1:00-2:30 Guru Ka Langar 

2:30-7:00 Planning for Next Year's Convention and Celebration of 300 lh Anniversary of First 
Khalsa Raj by Banda Singh Bahadar 
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Ex-Wing Commander arrested 

Neeraj Bagga 

Tribune News Service 

Amritsar, August 27 

Staff of the Customs (Preventive) Commissioner's office , 
Amritsar, held former Wing Commander of Air Force Harinder Pal 
Singh Shergili, who had been evading arrest for 11 years for 
smuggling oreign exchange, from Chandigarh today. 

Booked under the Conservation of Foreign Exchange and 
Prevention of Smuggling Act ( COFEPOSA), Shergili had been 
absconding since 1998 forbid to smuggle foreign exchange. 
Commissioner, Customs, Ranjit Singh said the arrest was made 
possible for a tip- off. The accused has also served in Air India as 
Captain. The Customs earlier arrested him from Sahara 
International Airport, Mumbai in 1998 while trying to smuggle 
foreign exchange. 

The then Joint Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, Department 
of Revenue, New Delhi had passed his detention under 
COFEPOSA. However, since then he had been absconding. He had 
jumped the bail. 
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Ram Narayan Kumar, Human Rights 

Activist, Dies at 56 

WASHINGTON, D.C, August 6, 2009- Ram Narayan Kumar a human-rights activist who produced 
the documentary Disappearances In Punjab, died June 28 in Katmandu, Nepal of a sudden illness. He 
was 56. Kumar is survived by his wife and daughter. 

Kumar had been involved in human-rights work in India since 1975. In 1975, he was jailed for 19 
months for protesting Indira Gandhi's imposition of emergency. He was the author of several books on 
the repression in India. Kumar was based in Austria and was working at the time of his death as 
Director of the project Understanding Impunity: Rights to truth, justice and reparation. 

Among Kumar's works are The Sikh Unrest and the Indian State: Politics, Personalities and Historical 
Retrospective] The Sikh Struggle: Origin, Evolution and Present Phase; Confronting the Hindu Sphinx; 
Four Years of the Ceasefire Agreement between the Government of India and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagalim: Promises and Pitfalls; and "India's Constitutional Discourse: Some Unanswered 
Question" and "Rights Guarantees and Judicial Wrongs: Arguments for an Appraisal" in Recasting 
Indian Politics, ed. Paul Flather. Disappearances in Punjab was a particularly powerful expose of the 
oppression of Sikh sin Punjab. It documented the disappearances of Sikhs caused by the abusive 
Indian regime. 

"Ram Narayan Kumar was a friend of the Sikhs and a friend of human rights," said Dr. Gurmit Singh 
Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan. "His passing is a loss for his family, for India, and for all 
who care about human rights. We offer our condolences to Mr. Kumar's family, friends, and co-workers 
in the cause of human rights." 

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians 
since 1948, almost 100,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of Tamils, 
Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and others. The Indian Supreme Court called the Indian government's 
murders of Sikhs "worse than a genocide." 

According to a report by the Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held 
as political prisoners in India without charge or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! 
"These prisoners never committed any crime but peacefully speaking out for Sikh freedom," said Dr. 
Aulakh. "What is a democracy doing holding political prisoners?," he asked. "This alone shows that for 
Sikhs and other minorities, there is no democracy, no freedom of speech." 

"As Professor Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, 
he is not a Sikh'" Dr. Aulakh noted. "We must continue to pray for and work for our God-given 
birthright of freedom," he said. "Without political power, religions cannot flourish, repression continues, 
and nations perish." 

##30## 

[Press release is also available at our website, www.khalistan.com] 
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Temple, Amrilsar, Punjab- The material is filed with the DOJ where the required registration is available for inspection. Registration does not indicate approval of the contents by the U.S. Government. 





Council of Khalistan Press Release 

'RECOGNIZE YE ALL THE HUMAN RACE AS ONE' 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji, Tenth Master 
730 24"' St. NW, Suite 310 Contact: B. Singh (202) 337-1904 

Washington, DC 20037 USA Release Instructions: Immediate August 6, 2009 

Nun Paraded Naked After Being Raped 

Violence Against Non-Hindu Minorities Continues 

WASHINGTON, D.C., August 6, 2009- On July 31, India-West reported that a nun was paraded half 
naked through Bhubaneswar after she was raped. The rape occurred in the K. Nuagon district. The 
incident was reported by the government of Orissa in a white paper presented in the Legislative 
Assembly. 

According to India-West, "the torture on the Catholic nun was described under the heading 'Some 
complicated cases and police investigations in 2008."' The government noted that Hindus attacked 
churches and set the houses of Christians on fire in the communal riots in Kandhamal in August 2008. 

"What's complicated about it?" said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan. "All 
decent people condemn this brutal rape and degradation of this religious woman. What kind of freedom 
is there in India when this kind of activity is routine?" 

Christians have been suffering a wave of repression at the hands of the government and its allied 
groups such as the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) and other violent Hindu nationalist 
organizations since Christmas 1998. Nuns have been raped, priests have been murdered, churches 
and schools have been attacked. Missionary Graham Staines and his eight-year-old son were 
murdered by a mob of violent Hindus chanting "Victory to Hannuman," a Hindu god. Missionary Joseph 
Cooper was beaten so badly by militant Hindu nationalists that he had to be hospitalized for a week, 
after which he was expelled from the country. Police broke up a Christian festival with gunfire. 

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians 
since 1948, almost 100,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of Tamils, 
Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and others. The Indian Supreme Court called the Indian government's 
murders of Sikhs "worse than a genocide." 

According to a report by the Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held 
as political prisoners in India without charge or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! 
"These prisoners never committed any crime but peacefully speaking out for Sikh freedom," said Dr. 
Aulakh. "What is a democracy doing holding political prisoners?," he asked. "This alone shows that for 
Sikhs and other minorities, there is no democracy, no freedom of speech." 

"As Professor Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, 
he is not a Sikh'" Dr. Aulakh noted. "We must continue to pray for and work for our God-given 
birthright of freedom," he said. "Without political power, religions cannot flourish, repression continues, 
and nations perish." 
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Dr. Harshinder Kaur Threatened and Dismissed From 

Service for Speaking About Female Infanticide 



WASHINGTON, D.C, August 6, 2009- Dr. Harshinder Kaur, a physician from Punjab, presented a paper to 
the United Nations Interfaith Conference in Geneva recently about female infanticide. For speaking out, she 
was threatened with "the consequences of speaking against India" right in front of the Conference chairman, 
Dr. Charles Graves. Dr. Kaur was transferred from the hospital at Patiala to one in Chandigarh, requiring 
an 80-mile commute every day to do her job, then she was dismissed. Her husband, also a doctor, was 
also transferred. 

"This is a shameful example of Indian democracy at work," said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the 
Council of Khalistan. "It shows that when you exercise your right to speak out, you will be punished in the 
world's largest democracy." Dr. Aulakh said that "it is shameful that Chief Minister Badal's government 
threatened and punished these good Sikh doctors simply for speaking out." He noted that female infanticide 
is rampant even though it is prohibited by the Sikh religion. "For simply speaking out in defense of our 
young females, Dr. Kaur has been treated to the wrath and abuse of the government," Dr. Aulakh said. 
"Badal is so corrupt that he spent 200 crore (2 billion) rupees just on the election of a single Member of 
Parliament (his daughter-in-law) while people in Punjab go hungry and the farmers in Punjab are forced to 
buy supplies at high prices and sell their crops at below market rates," Dr. Aulakh said. "He has amassed 
this wealth by taking bribes from the people of Punjab, commonly known as 'fee for service.'" 

Khalistan is the independent Sikh state that declared its independence from India on October7, 1987. At that 
time, the Panthic Committee formed the Council of Khalistan and designated it to lead the struggle for 
independence, naming Dr. Aulakh as its President. The Council of Khalistan, which serves as the 
government pro tempore of Khalistan, is committed to achieving Khalistan's independence by peaceful, 
nonviolent, democratic means. 

India is not a single country, but an amalgamation of many nations under a single rule. History shows that 
such countries are destined to fall apart. India has stationed half a million troops in Punjab to repress the 
Sikh Nation's struggle for freedom and 700,000 troops in Kashmir. 

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians since 
1948, almost 100,000 Muslims in Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of Tamils, Assamese, 
Manipuris, Dalits, and others. The Indian Supreme Court called the Indian government's murders of Sikhs 
"worse than a genocide." 

According to a report by the Movement Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held as 
political prisoners in India without charge or trial. Some have been in illegal custody since 1984! "This 
shows that for Sikhs and other minorities, there is no democracy, no freedom of speech," said Dr. Aulakh. 

"As Professor Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is 
not a Sikh ," Dr. Aulakh noted. "We must continue to pray for and work for our God-given birthright of 
freedom," he said. "Without political power, religions cannot flourish, repression continues, and nations 
perish." 



This material is circulated by the Council of Khalistan. which is registered with the Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, DC under the Foreign Agents Registration Act as an ageat of the Council of Khalistan, Golden 
Temple. Amritsar. Punjab The material is filed with the DOJ where the required registration is available for inspection. Registration does not indicate approval of the contents by the U.S. Government. 




TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 



SHje tUosljingtim |)ost 
ANNE APPLEBAUM 

India's hopeful 
patriotism 

. JAIPUR, INDIA 

The Amber Fort is the same, the pink 
buildings still glow in the early-morning 
sun, the hawkers seem unchanged and so 
do the elephants. But almost everything else is 
different. The last time I was in Jaipur, India's 
capitalist revolution had not yet begun and 
most of the tourists were scruffy foreigners 
wearing backpacks. Now, they are just as likely 
to be well-coiffed, neatly dressed — and Indian. 
Across the fortress courtyard, elegant Delhi 
couples swathed in cashmere listen.pblitely to ' 
their guides, while middle-class ladies in saris 
shuffle past their French and Japanese coun- 
terparts, waving digital cameras. 

Tourism is a luxury, one that is now available 
to millions of Indians thanks to two decades of 
growth, open markets and global trade. It is 
,also a sign of the times. People become curious 
about their own country when they are-proud 
of it. They pay to hear the history of their land- 
marks when they are no longer pining to go 
abroad. Indian tourists are part of a larger phe- 
nomenon: All around the world, rising pros- 
perity and rising patriotism go hand in. hand. 
But what sort of patriotism is India's going to 
be? 

In India's general vicinity, there are many 
models on offer. Chinese leaders, expressing a 
self-confidence born of export wealth, fre- 
quently convey their patriotism using national- 
ist rhetoric. They treat all internal criticism as 
■treason, declare themselves impervious to 
world opinion and demonstrate their power by 
snubbing President Obama at a climate sum- 
mit. Russian patriotism, meanwhile, often 
takes on a neo^imperialist tinge. Russian lead- 
ers, expressing a self-confidence born of oil 
wealth, indulge in saber-rattling and some- 
times physical attacks on their neighbors. In- 
deed, the conjunction of Russia's invasion of 
Georgia with the Beijing Olympics in the sum- 
mer of 2008 was instructive: Two new models 
of national self-confidence were on display that 
week, along with two ways of expressing it. 

Indian patriotism could develop in either di- 
rection. Saber-rattling is not exactly unheard of 
here, and nationalist sentiment has appeared 
in unexpected places. Newspaper headlines 



this week featured the national cricket league's 
recent refusal to draft Pakistani players, a deci- 
■ sion widely attributed to politics and prejudice. 
Resistance to internal criticism and even the 
repression of dissidents are not unknown here 
either, especially in the poorer provinces. Indi- 
an editor TarunTejpal can list several such in- 
cidents off the top of his head: His energetic 
magazine, Tehelka, has reported on police offi- 
cers who rape female travelers with impunity 
in one particularly, violent region of the coun- 
try, as well as on local/laws that violate rights 
guaranteed in the national, constitution. This 
reporting, he says, has had no political impact. 

I neard Tejpal make these points down the 
road from the Amber Fort, at this year's Jaipur 
literature Festival. From a large stage in a 
crowded room, he declared that India's new 
elite had been "bought off" with consumer 
goods and had slid into political complacency 
as a result; India's newly wealthy had ignored 
the continued suffering of the poor and, in par- 
ticular, the ongoing violations of human rights. 
He made these points passionately, and many 
heads nodded. The crowd — packed with the 
newly wealthy and newly elite — rewarded him 
with hearty applause. 

This was, in other words, a patriotic audi- 
ence: Not nationalistic, not imperialist, not ag^ 
gressive but, rather, self-critical, focused on 
what is still wrong as, well as what has gone 
right. I don't want to make too much of a single 
session at a single festival, but it was clear that 
no one was intimidated by being there, no one 
was afraid to say anything out loud. It's that 
sort of patriotism, so hard to find in China and 
Russia, that gives India its lively novelists, its 
ppen public culture, its energetic film industry. 
That sort of patriotism, if it can be encouraged 
and maintained, will keep Indian politics di- 
verse and democratic over time — even if its 
economy stops growing. 

It's also that' kind of patriotism that makes 
tourists like me feel so energized by a brief vis- 
it. Like economic cycles, political trends come 
and go. At the moment, democracy is out, au- 
thoritarianism is in, and it is fashionable in 
many parts of Asia to claim that rapid eco- 
nomic growth requires censorship and central 
political control. India presents a real alterna- 
tive to that modei. I know that many Indians 
would violently disagree with that assessment 
— and that makes me more optimistic still. 

applebaumletters@washpost.com 
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Differences could 
affect upcoming 
Afghanistan conference 



by Pamela Constable 

ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN — De- 
spite a string of high-profile vis- 
its designed to reassure Pakistan 
of Washington's commitment, 
U.S. officials have failed to win 
over a military and civilian estab- 
lishment here that remains sus- 
picious of U.S. ties to India and 
reluctant to plunge into war with 
Afghan militants who may out- 
last the U.S. presence. 

Differences between the two 
partners could cause problems at 
the international conference on 
Afghanistan that opens Thurs- 
day in London, which will be at- 
tended by 60 countries. Presi- 
dent Obama has called Pakistan 
crucial to the success of the new 
U.S. strategy in Afghanistan. 

In a visit here last week that in- 
cluded speeches and interviews 
on local television, Defense Sec- 
retary Robert M. Gates declared 
repeatedly that the United States 
respects Pakistani sovereignty, 
regrets having curtailed military 
ties with Islamabad after the end 
of the Afghan-Soviet war in 1989 
and has no desire to open mili- 
tary bases here or seize control of 
Pakistan's nuclear assets. 

Gates also offered to provide 
; Pakistan with unarmed, un- 
manned surveillance planes. The 
gesture intended to ease Paki- 
stani concerns about the increas- 
ing use of U.S. armed drones to 
launch missile strikes against al- 
Qaeda and Taliban targets in Pa- 
kistan's remote tribal areas. 

'' Nevertheless, the responses 
he received from the army and 



the press here were either skepti- 
cal or defiant. Washington has 
been urgently pressing military 
officials to take on Islamic mil- 
itants in the tribal area of North 
Waziristan, but the officials an- 
nounced during Gates's visit that 
they could not launch any opera- 
tion for at least six months. 

In a speech at the National De- 
fense University in Islamabad, 
Gates acknowledged that the 
United States had made a "grave 
mistake" by abandoning Paki- 
. stan in the past and said it now 
seeks to rebuild relations with "a 
new generation of Pakistani offi- 
cers." But once journalists were 
ushered out, the military audi- 
ence peppered him with skepti- 
cal questions. According to sev- 
eral sources, one questioner even 
asked him, "Are you with us or 
against us?" . 

The Pakistani media focused 
their coverage on a gaffe by Gates 
on the sensitive topic of private 
U.S. security firms working here. 
Answering a question, he inad- 
vertently implied that the securi- 
ty company formerly known as 
Blackwater is working for the 
U.S. government in Pakistan, : 
which U.S. and Pakistani officials 
have repeatedly denied. The sec- 
retary's slip dominated the -na- 
tional airwaves for 48 hours, and 
fueled already rampant specula- 
tion that thefirm's employees are 
serving as spies. 

Although some of the negative 
reaction may be nationalistic 
hype or negotiating tactics; ana- 
lysts and diplomats said, it also 
reflects a deep divergence of 
views between the two countries, 
even though their governments 
are allied in a costly fight against 
Islamic extremists. 
"Many people here feel Paki- 
stan and the U.S. cannot be stra- 
tegic partners, that this is only a 



marriage of convenience. They 
are in the same bed but they have 
different dreams," said Rifaat 
Hussain, a professor of defense 
and security studies at Quaid-I- 
Azam University in Islamabad. 

One major obstacle, analysts 
said, is the close relationship be- 
tween the United States and In- 
dia. India-Pakistan relations are 
mired in mistrust, with India 
suspecting Pakistan of colluding 
in a terrorist attack in Mumbai in 
late 2008, and Pakistan suspect- 
ping that India uses Afghanistan ' 
to launch anti- Pakistan subver- 
sion. ' 

For some Pakistanis, the mes- 
sage of support delivered by 
Gates' and other recent visitors, 
including special envoy Richard 
Holbrooke, has been discredited 
by similar U.S. messages of sup- 
port for India. Washington sees 
'India's active role in Afghanistan 
as a force for stability, but Paki- 
stan sees it as a threat and has 
been reaching out to other re- 
gional powers, including Iran, 
for counterbalancing support. 

The other major obstacle, ana- 
lysts ' said, is Pakistan's concern 
that if its armed forces expand 
operations and go after allies of 
the Afghan Taliban, this will in- 
vite retribution from radical 
groups that have so far refrained 
from attacking Pakistan, and 
that could end up sharing power 
in Afghanistan after Western 
forces withdraw. 

Analysts pointed out that key 
militant leaders in North Waziri-- 
stan, especially Sirajuddin Haq- 
qani and Hafiz Gulbahadur, have 
honored longtime peace agree- 
ments with Pakistan while at- 
tacking U.S. troops in Afghani- 
stan. If provoked, these leaders 
could marshal thousands of 
fighters against government 
forces. 



"If the army goes into North 
Waziristan, it will stir up a hor- 
net's nest," said Imtiaz Gul, direc- 
tor of the Center for Research 
and Security Studies. He said 
that the region is full of young 
men eager to fight for Islam, and 
that it would be difficult to iso- 
late militant factions from one 
other. "There is a fusion of inter- 
ests that would be a lethal combi- 
nation for the security estab- 
lishment," Gul said. 

The army's spokesman said 
that its forces were stretched too 
thin after months of fighting in 
South Waziristan and the Swat 
Valley to open a new front, and 
that they need more time to con- 
solidate their gains. 

Analysts and diplomats said 
the army's delaying tactics were 
in part a gambit to win more U.S. 
military aid and in part a reflec- 
tion of the toll taken by the fight- 
ing. The army has said it has lost 
250 to 300 troops, mostly to ex- 
plosive devices, and that officers 
made up a disturbingly high pro- 
portion of the dead. 

Other observers pointed to a 
cultural cause for the disconnect 
between the United States and 
Pakistan, despite the recent in- 
fusion of U.S. economic aid and 
the fence-mending visits from 
Washington. Pakistanis under- 
stand the need to curb violent 
militant groups, they said, but do 
not want to be seen as doing 
Washington's bidding. * 

"You are a superpower and we 
will help you fight the extremists, 
but you cannot buy us," said Tal- 
ha Mehmood, a senator from a 
pro-government religious party. 
"You can give us aid, but give us 
respect and dignity, too. Other- 
wise, you Will spill your blood 
arid spend your money, and the 
people will still hate you." 

constablep@washpost.com 
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Sikh Pilgrimage to Pakistan 
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Census Campaign 
Launches New Web Site 



By a Staff Reporter 

' The U.S. Censu; ireau lacked 
off its communications campaign 
Oct. 26 with the launch of its new 
3010 census Web site, according 
feo a press release. 

The Web site will serve as a 
platform for the U.S. Census 
Bureau's efforts, and will also 
introduce the bureau's theme * 
i'or the 2010 census, "Portrait 
of America. " By November, the 
site will have information in 59 



languages. 

The Web site features an ani- 
mated marquee as well as differ- 
ent images that represent the U.S. 
population. The site encourages 
visitors to participate in the cen- 
sus and attempts to ease misgive 
ings over the census. 

"[The Web site] puts the census 
in the hands of the public," said 
U.S. Census Bureau director Rob- 
ert Groves. "You can find out when 
you will get the form, and how 
to fill it out and mail it back. The 



site also provides a substantial 
amount of information regarding 
our commitment to privacy and 
confidentiality." 

The site will also feature a 
blog and other social media 
tools, as well as a downloadable 
guide to answering the form. 
Also available on the site is an 
interactive sample census form 
with explanations for each of the 
10 questions. 

More information can be found 
at 2010.census.gov. 



January 10, 2010 



Be Counted in 2010 Census 
as Sikh, Punjabi, and Khalistani. 

The 2010 Census forms would be coming soon to every household. Please make sure that 
you complete the senses as fallows for Question #9. 

Check mark X on race as "white", and then 
check mark "Other Asian" and 

write down "Pujnjabi, Khalistani" on space provided. 

It is very important for Sikhs to have our identity. Sikh Nation requires every Sikh to be 
counted so that our true number is available in this country. From this number we can gain 
political mileage and protect our political, religious and economic interest. 

Again, please make sure you complete census form and indentify yourself as Mentioned 
above. Thanks very much and Guru Bless You 

Gurmit S. AulaMi 
President 

Council of Khalistan 




Jasblr Kang Wins 2009 Outstanding 

Physician Award 



By a Staff Reporter 



YUBA CITY, Calif. — Jasbir King 
was recognized Oct. 22 as the 2009 
Outstanding Physician 
by the Fremont-Rideout 
Foundation, according 
to a report in the Yuba- 
Sutter Appeal Demo- 
crat. 

Kang's award was 
announced during the 
annual Evening of Ap- 
preciation event hosted 
by the foundation. 




Jasbir Kang 



The annual event recognizes 
donors and sponsors who sup- 
port foundation programs, proj- 
ects and special events through- 
out the year. 

Kang was recognized 
for his "passion to help 
people with diabetes." 
He developed and di- 
rected the foundation's 
Diabetes Symposium 
in 2008. He is also chief 
of staff of the Fremont- 
Rideout Health Group 
board of directors. 
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India Cuts Down U.S. Lobbying 
Expenses; Pakistan Increases 



WASHINGTON (PTI) — Hav- 
ing spent thousands of dollars 
for many quarters lobbying on 
bilateral ties and for the nuclear 
deal with the U.S., India cut down 
on lobbying expenses in the last 
quarter, while Pakistan paid a 
higher quarterly bill for its lobbying 
efforts in the U.S. 

The Indian government paid a 
total of $140,000 to the high-pro- 
file lobbyist firm BGR during the 
July-September quarter in order 
to make ils case in Congress and 
various government departments 
about issues related to the India- 
U.S. bilateral relationship and the 
civil nuclear agreement. 

The figure is down from the 
$180,000 spent in the previous 
two quarters for lobbying on the 
same issues, according to lobby- 
ing disclosure reports filed with 
the Senate. 

In comparison, Pakistan's lobby- 
ing expenses rose to $410,000 in the 



third quarter, from $230,000 in the 
second. Pakistan's expenses in the 
first quarter stood at $270,000. 

While India only hired BGR, 
Pakistan hired two agencies: Cas- 
sidy and Associates and Locke 
Lord Strategies. 

Among Indian firms, the coun- 
try's top corporation Reliance 
Industries, which had previously 
been warned of possible penal- 
ties by the Obama administration 
for business ties with Iran, spent 
$190,000 during the third quarter. 

According to the disclosure 
report, Reliance Industries spent 
the same amount in each of the 
first two quarters of 2009^ taking 
its total to $570,000. Among other 
Indian entities, the software indus- 
try body National Association of 
Software and Service Companies 
spent $90,000 in the third and sec- 
ond quarters respectively, which 
was higher than the $70,000 spent 
in the first quarter. 
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Financial Crisis 

Departments beg for release of funds 

Chandigarh, November 2 

The Punjab government has landed itself in an 
embarrassing situation due to the "financial crisis" it is 
facing with its departments pleading with one another for 
release of their pending payments. Many people or 
companies that have not been paid by the government 
even after completion of work have started approaching 
the courts for recovery. 

Procurement: BKU plans protest 

Ludhiana, November 2 

Alleging harassment of farmers with regard to the 
procurement process of paddy varieties 201 and 1121, 
the BKU, Punjab, today announced that it would stage a 
protest against this. 




President of the 
BKU Ajmer Singh 
Lakhowal 
addresses 
media persons in 
Ludhiana on 
Monday. Photo: 
Inderjeet Verma 
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Raiasthan 'owes Rs 80,000 cr' 
to Punjab 

Chandigarh, November 2 

Punjab incurred an expenditure of Rs 
80,000 crore while supplying one crore 
acre feet of free canal water to Rajasthan 
besides depleting its own resources 
continuously for 40 years now, says 
Pritam Singh Kumedan, a retired civil 




Rajasthan 'owes Rs 80,000 cr' to Punjab 

Prabhjot Singh 
Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, November 2 

Punjab incurred an expenditure of Rs 80,000 crore while supplying one crore acre 
feet of free canal water to Rajasthan besides depleting its own resources 
continuously for 40 years now, says Pritam Singh Kumedan, a retired civil servant 
and expert on rivers water distribution. 

Besides the huge expenditure in supplying free water to Rajasthan, he says, the 
state has to extract this much extra ground water for its own use, affecting the 
fertility of its land. 

There are more than 13 lakh power and diesei-operated tube wells in Punjab that 
pump out about 2.50 crore acre feet of water every year. The electricity consumed 
by these tube wells annually is more than 1,000 crore units. The value of this 
electricity at Rs 2.50 per unit comes to about Rs 2,600 crore. 

However, since Punjab purchases electricity from other states for Rs 7 to Rs 8 per 
unit, power used to energise these tube wells costs more than Rs 7,000 crore. 
Diesel-operated tube wells cost four to five times more. 

Owing to the shortage of electricity many farmers use generators as well. Even if the 
cost of power were taken to be Rs 5 per unit, 1,000 crore units of electricity would 
cost Rs 5,000 crore. 

Since Punjab is supplying one crore acre feet of canal water to Rajasthan every year, 
it has to use 400 crore units of electricity worth Rs 2,000 crore for extracting this 
much ground water. 

The total amount spent by Punjab for pumping out 40 crore acre feet of water during 
the past 40 years would thus come to Rs 80,000 crore. 

Had Punjab used its river waters, there was no need to extract this much ground 
water. 

This annual loss of 400 crore units of electricity is all due to free canal water to 
Rajasthan. 

Punjab would have become the top-most industrial state of the country if it had used 
this additional 400 crore units of electricity (free of subsidies) for its industry, says 
Kumedan. 

He adds that a decision taken on January 29, 1955, to build the Rajasthan canal 
could not be treated as an "agreement" between Punjab and Rajasthan. Incidentally, 
the proceedings are marked "secret" and intriguingly even the present Punjab 
Council of Ministers, the media and even the people of Punjab were not aware of it. 

Rajasthan, being a non-riparian state, has no legal right or any share of the waters 
of the Ravi or the Beas. 



It was decided by the Narmada Water Dispute Tribunal that non-riparian Rajasthan 
had no right even in the Narmada waters. 



Even if, for the sake of argument, decisions of the 1955 meeting were admitted to be 
an "agreement", it is a void agreement as Punjab, being the sole owner of the waters 
of the Ravi and the Beas, did not get anything in lieu of the water supplied to 
Rajasthan. Section 25 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872, says an "agreement without 
consideration is void", concludes Kumedan. 



One writer, fourth estate 

In nonfiction turn, acclaimed novelist takes India 
to task for nuclear arsenal, civil rights, tribal policy 




Tie Soaker Prize-winning author Arundhati Roy declares that India's 
democracy is, broken, and her critique has met passionate dissent. 



by Rama Lakshmi 

- ' ■ in new delhi 

In a new book, the award-win- 
ning Indian novelist Arund- 
hati Roy takes aim at India's 
f- self-image — and reputation ^ as 
"the world's largest and most vi- 
' brant democracy. Indian demoe- 
>racy, she asserts, is not only not 
r- working, it is "used up" and "hol- 

- lowed out and emptied of mean- 
ing." 

A Such candor is guaranteed to 
-upset the politicians, business- 
=- men and ambitious professionals 
" here who see India well on its way 
" J to becoming an economic and po- 
-litical powerhouse, commanding 
global respect. But the petite 48- 
-' year-old writer with the thin, 

- childlike voice makes it her busi- 
ness these days to say things that 
•upset people. 

J "My political writing is about 
' absorbing all the anger at what is 
going on and giving it an expres- 
sion," she, said in a recent inter- 
view about the book, a Collection 
-of essays titled "Field Notes on 
Democracy: Listening to Grass- 
hoppers." 

It is about "shattering the show 
window," she said. 

In 1997, Roy won Britain's most 
prestigious literary award, the 
Booker Prize, for her semiauto- 1 
biographical, politically freighted 
novel "The God of SmaU Things." 
Since then, however, Roy — who 
traihedas an architect, has writ- 
ten screenplays and acted in art- 
bouse movies -- has expressed her 
passion for political causes largely 
hrough nonfiction. 

In more than seven books and 
mmerous articles, she has por- 
rayed a darker side of the coun- 
ry, denouncing its big dams, nu- 
:lear weapons, Hindu nationalist 
lolitics, counter-terrorism meas- 
ures that undermine civil rights 
nd, most recently, the plight of 
stxibal people. 



She accuses the New Delhi gov- 
ernment of sacrificing people's 
welfare for the benefit of big cor- 
porations, driving people out of 
their homes to make way for fac- 
tories and humiliating advocates 
of nonviolent protest. 

'Are we going to drop the pre- 
tence that we are a democracy 
and openly accept that people's 
rights are not valid anymore?" she 
said in the interview. "There is a 
mutual incompatibility between 
democratic principles and forci- 
bly displacing millions of people 
for corporate sharks and mining 
. cartels." 

Roy's critics, among them peo- 
ple who have praised her novel, 
say her polemics shut out the pos- 
sibility of a dialogue. 
"It is ironic that with her un- 
.■ doubted mastery over the lan- 
guage, she has virtually given up 
on the attempt to persuade and 
engage with those who might 
have a different perspective. Rath- 
er than appealing to the head, she 
has picked up the hammer," said 
Barun Mitra, director of the New 
Delhi-based Liberty Institute, a , 
pro-free-market think tank. "She 
is completely off the mark on In- ■ 
dian democracy. It is the only ■■ 
miracle we can truly be proud of." 

Her essays draw plenty of hate 
mail, and she has been called an 
"anti-Hindu" and an "anti-nation- 
al" who denigrates India with her 
"poisoned pen." During the deadly 
terrorist attacks in Mumbai last 
year, an Indian television channel s- 
called her "disgusting," recalling 
campaigns in which she hadques- < 
tioned the integrity of India's 
counterterrorism police. 

But there are many who tell her 
that thousands of unheard Indi- 
ans are counting on her. f 
Despite her shy demeanor, Roy i 
makes a point of traveling to con- 
flict zones and remote villages to 
document popular resistance. In 
1998, when India conducted nu- 
clear tests, she declared herself an 



' ~ f ' ARUNDHATI ROY 

The collected essays in "Field 
.Notes on Democracy" take India , 
to task for some growth tactics. 

"independent, mobile republic." 
Her writings are translated into 
•Indian languages in community 
magazines, in protest pamphlets 
and on posters. A Roy quotation 

recently appeared as graffiti on a 
Palestinian wall. 

; v "The response to her essays is 
.always phenomenal," said Vinod 
Mehta, editor of Outlook, a popu- 
lar Indian news magazine that 
publishes Roy's essays'. "Even 
-those who disagree with her views , 
want to read her for the precise 
purpose of hating her." 

He added, "She talks about 
those who fall outside the net of 
democracy and raises the quality 
of the debate on important is- 
sues." 

One such issue is the growing 
Maoist insurgency that has killed 
scores of policemen and officials 
in India's tribal regions. After the 
government launched a military 
offensive against the rebels, call- 
ing them the country's "single- 
largest internal security threat," 
Roy penned a nine-page essay 
about the causes of the tribal up- 
rising; it waV .published this 
month in Outlook. 



Arundhati Roy 

Background: Born in the Himalayan 
f state of Meghalaya, 1961.:Studiednn 
fjisouthern. India and graduated in 
Architecture from New Delhi's : .' 
' prestigious School of Planning and' 
V Architecture. 

' Early claim to fame: Made national 
iheadlines with her.feisty views in 
>1994, when she attacked the , 
y portrayal of the rape of India's -."-■..,•■•« 
srenowned female bandit, Phoolan 
'Devi, in the.biopic "Bandit Queen," 
Selected works: . "The God of Small 
Things," "Field Notes on Democracy: 
Listening to Grasshoppers,""War a 
Talk.". ' 

Awards: Winner of the Booker Prize 
in-1997, the American Lannan ; 
foundation's Cultural Freedom Award 

i in 2002 and the Sydney Peace Prize 

"' in 2004. 



"If the tribals have taken up 
arms, they have done so because a 
government which has given 
them nothing but violence and- 
neglect now wants 1o watch awa> 
the last thing they have — their - 
land," she wrote. 

Some accused her of condoning 
treason, but Roy said she likes 
"breaking the consensus." 

"I don't want people to hug me 
like I am a stuffed toy," she said. , 
- An Outlook article three years 
ago titled 'TVhy We Love to Hate 
Ms Roy" said, "She has repeatedly 
asked for trouble challenging the 
big boys when they are playing 
with their favorite toysV the Big 
Bomb, the Big Dam, the Big War 
and now the Big Terrorist." 
;s; The article offered tongue-in- 
cheek tips for Roy: "Wear saris, 
shut up, stay at home, have ba- 
bies, grow [your] hair long and 
start plaiting it ." 
She is still ignoring that advice: 
lakshmir@washpostcom - 
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Genome Study of Indians Points t© 
Two Ancestral Groups 



By MICHEL W. POTTS 

Special to India- West 

Two researchers — one from 
India, the other from the United 
States —have conducted the 
first genome-scale analysis of 
the relationship of the ancestral 
populations of India to modern 
groups and have revealed that 
nearly all Indians carry genomic 
contributions from two distinct 
ancestral populations. 

In the September issue of Na- 
ture, Lalji Singh, former director 
of the Center for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology in Hyderabad, 
and David Reich, an associate 
professor of the Broad Institute of 
Harvard University and the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy, describe how they harnessed 
modern genomic technology to 
explore the ancient history of 
India. 

They analyzed more 
than 500,000 genetic mark- 
ers across the genomes of 
132 individuals from 25 di- 
verse groups, representing 
13 states, all six language 
families; traditionally upper 
and lower castes, and tribal 
groups. 

The team found strong evi- 
dence for two distinct ances- 
tral groups in the genes of 
modem people in India. One 
group, called Ancestral North 
i Indians, is genetically similar 
to western Eu rasians, while 
th e other group, Ancestral - 
South Indians, possesses a dis- 
t mct genetic pattern not found" 
anywhere else in the world . 

Although the genome sequenc- 
es of any two unrelated people 
differ by just O.Ipercent, that tiny 
slice of genetic material is a rich 



source of information. It provides 
clues that can help reconstruct 
the historical origins of modern 
populations.' 



The finding that nearly all Indian 
groups descend from mixtures of 
two ancestral populations applies 
to traditional, "tribes" as well as 
"castes." Kumarasamy Thanga- 
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Lalji Singh, one of the researchers, former 
director -of '-.the Center for Cellular and 
I Molecular Biology in Hyderabad. 

raj, a semor research scientist at 
CCMB and a co-author, noted that 
"it is impossible to distinguish 
castes from tribes using the data. 
The genetics proves that they are 
not systematically different. This 
supports the view that castes grew 
directly out of tribal-like organi- 
zations during the formation of 
Indian society." 

The study also points to genetic 
variations that heighten the risk of 
certain diseases. In recent years, 
maps of human genetic variation 
have opened a window onto the 
diversity of populations across the 
world, yet India has been largely 
unrepresented until now. 

As a result, the researchers 
said their findings have medical 
implications since the genetically 




David Reich of MIT. 

distinct subgroups have many 
different underlying genetic risks 
that can now be identified and 
studied to help in clinical care of 
individuals and their families. 



"This work is an outstanding 
example of the power of inter- 
national collaboration," Lalji 
Singh, the senior author of the 
Nature paper, recently told re- 
porters. "Scientists 'in India and 
the United States have together 
made discoveries that would have 
been impossible for either group 
working alone." 

However, the study does not 
directly shed light on the "Aryan 
Invasion" hypothesis. While the 
researchers documented that 
nearly all Indian groups today 
are descended in part from an 
"Ancestral North Indian" popula- 
tion genetically related to Central 
Asians, Middle Easterners, and 
Europeans, they could not discern 
the geographic origin of that popu- 
lation from their data. 

"The presence of the ANI in 
India could in principle be con- 
sistent with the 'Aryan Invasion' 
theory involving migration from 
Central Asia 3,500 to 2,500 years 
ago, but by no means proves this 
theory," Reich told India-West 
via e-mail. 

"For example, the pattern could 
equally well be due to a historical 
migration of farmers from the 
Middle East into South Asia be- 
tween 9,000 and 5,000 years ago 
bringing agriculture to the region, " 
he added. 

"Finally, the ancestry could 
reflect an ancient West Eurasian- 
related population that has been 
in India for tens of thousands of 
years and has nothing to do with 
either of these hypotheses." 

Much more could have been 
learned if the researchers had 
been able to estimate a date of 
the mixture of the Ancestral North 
Indian and Ancestral South Indian 
populations, "but this is a hard 
problem, and we are still working 
on it," Reich told India-West. 

More than two decades ago, 
another group of researchers 
published a paper in which they 
said they found African markers 
in the DNA of the Indian groups 
they studied, which raised the 



theory of apossible African migra 
tion into India several millennk 
earlier. 

"We did not find any evidence 
for African influence in South 
Asia, except for the Siddi group 
who are known to descend from 
people brought as part of the Arab 
slave trade," Reich said. 
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HONORING AMARJIT BUTTAR FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT - (Extensions of Remarks - June 23, 2009) 

[Page: E1520] GPO's PDF 



SPEECH OFD 
HON. JOE COURTNEY 

OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2009 

• Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to offer my congratulations and 
best wishes to Amarjit Buttar who is retiring after two decades of dedicated 
service to the state of Connecticut's Worker's Compensation Commission. 

• Amarjit and his family first came to America in 1965 to attend law school at the 
University of Michigan. After getting his degree, he moved to Vernon, Connecticut 
more than three decades ago and has since been an active member of the 
community. Amarjit serves as a justice of the peace and is active in various local 
organizations. He has also served as president of the New England Sikh Study 
Circle and as Chairman of the World Sikh Council, America region. 

In 1995, he was appointed to serve on the Vernon Board of Education. Later that 
year, he was elected to serve a full four year term and was chosen as Chairman 
of Board of Education following his re-election in 1999. At that time, he was one 
of the first Sikh -Americans elected to public office. He is a passionate advocate 
for strong public schools, since it made a huge difference in his own life and that 
of his children. He remains an active contributing member of the Board of 
Education, being reelected most recently in 2005. Amarjit has also been an active 
participant in local, state and national Democratic politics. Always present at local 
and state political conventions, Buttar was chosen to be a delegate at the 
Democratic National Convention in Boston, Massachusetts in July 2004. 

• At the Workers' Compensation office, Amarjit provided technical and legal 
assistance to all who interact with that very complex system. Claimants, claimant 
family members, staff, attorneys, even the chairmen themselves all relied on 
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Amarjit's accurate, compassionate and cheerful help to make the system work 
and achieve real justice for injured workers and the companies they worked for. 

Amarjit is also an avid fan of the University of Connecticut Basketball program. 
The father of two UConn graduates, Amarjit worked with State Representative 
Claire Janowski and other legislators to rename the stretch of Route 195 that 
leads to the UConn campus the ' ' UConn Husky Way." 

For those of us who know Amarjit and consider him a friend, we know that his 
retirement will not mean an end to his public service. I ask my colleagues to join 
with me and in congratulating him and wishing him well in his future endeavors. 
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HATE CRIMES AGAINST SIKH AMERICANS - (Extensions of Remarks - May 15, 2009) 

[Page: E1 1 79] GPO's PDF 

SPEECH OF 
HON. JARED POLIS 

OF COLORADO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2009 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise to address an issue that does not receive enough attention from my 
colleagues-the very real evil of hate crimes against Sikh Americans. This is a timely issue, considering our 
passage yesterday of H.R. 1913, which expands hate crimes protection to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgendered Americans, among others. It is appalling that a particular group of loyal, patriotic Americans 
is targeted for attack and ridicule because of the peaceful observance of their faith. 

Sikh communities continue to live in fear of hate crimes. Since September 1 1 , 2001 , the Justice Department 
has investigated over 800 incidents of biased attacks against Sikh , Arab, Muslim, and South Asian 
Americans. More than 40 of these investigations resulted in criminal conviction. Tragically, however, the true 
extent of hate crimes against Sikh Americans and others may be grossly underreported. Because of the 
politically sensitive nature of these attacks and the intimidation in many communities, persecuted minorities 
often do not bring this abuse to the attention of law enforcement. If hate crimes against Sikh Americans and 
other post-9/1 1 communities do not come to light, there is a danger that the gravity of the problem will escape 
the attention of lawmakers and law enforcement officials and continue to leave our communities vulnerable 
to bias attacks in the future. We cannot let this slip through the cracks! 

In the days after the attacks of September 1 1 , 2001 , there was an enormous backlash against the Arab and 
Muslim American communities. The Sikh community was often confused for Arabs or Muslims. Identified by 
their conspicuous items of faith, Sikhs became easy targets for anyone wishing to take out their rage. 
Hundreds of incidents of intimidation and violence brought national attention to the problem. As time has 
passed, however, few people take note of the isolated, but still insidious hate crimes that affect Sikh 
Americans every year. 

Just this year, in Queens, New York, a 21 year-old Sikh man was viciously attacked by hooligans who pelted 
him with racial epithets as they pulled on his beard and hair. He survived, but not before they had stabbed him 
in the eye, depriving him not only of his sight, but of his dignity. His story is too common. Last year, in New 
Jersey, a Sikh boy's turban was set on fire and scalp and hair burned while he was participating in school 
activity. His attacker was expelled, but charged simply with mischief. The list goes on and on. From Sikh 
Americans beaten and bloodied as they go out for a jog to cab drivers being murdered in cold blood, each act 
of violence chips away at the freedom of every American. 

[Page: E1 180] GPO's PDF 

If we do not stand up for one another, who will? I stand up today for Sikh Americans and, indeed, all those who 
are singled out for who they are or what they believe. While these attacks were based on the mistaken belief 
that Sikhs are Muslims or Arabs, attacks on any such group are un-American and threaten the freedom we 
all work to protect. I urge my colleagues to keep a careful eye on attacks such as these. We must not ignore 
the problem. We must confront it, call it what it is, and work to make sure these kinds of attacks never happen 
again. When they do, we must make these bigots famous, and punish them to the fullest extent of the law. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

On the behalf of the Sikh Nation, I am greatfull to the European Parliament 
for listening our views on the issue of Khalistan. In the 18 th and 19 & century, 
the Sikh Nation ruled over Kutch Bhuj, Bikaner, Gang Doab and the whole 
of Sapat Sindhu except a part of Sindh. The following map demonstrates that 
fact. 
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within the Union of Hindustan 



During the struggle for independence, in 
the year 1926, Hindu leaders Gandhi and 
Nehru promised Sikh leaders Master Tara 
Singh and S. Baldev Singh that if the Sikh 
leaders join hands with the Hindu leaders 
in the fight for freedom against the British, 
then the North West region of Hindustan 
(which the Sikhs had already) will be 
given to Sikh nation , where the Sikhs will 
enjoy complete freedom. It was agreed 
between the Hindu and the Sikh leaders 
that the Sikh state (on the map (left)) 
would be named State of Khalistan and it 
will be considered as an independent state 



During the struggle for freedom from 
Britishers 85% of the sacrifices were 
made by the Sikhs which freed Hindus 
from the chains of slavery that they 
were wearing for 2500 years. But when 
Hindustan became independent, Hindu 
leaders forgot all their promises and 
they occupied the Sikh territory by 
cheating. The Sikh nation were cleverly 
contained in only 5-6 districts. (The 
blue picture shows the 5-6 districts that 
are called Punjab), where Sikhs people 
are not secure and whose roots are 
being destroyed by the Indian government. 
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Hindu leaders gave a strange reward to the Sikhs for all their sacrifices for 
the Indian freedom movement: they were granted the title of " a criminal 
nation". In 1950 in the Indian constitution, act 25 (2) (B), Sikhs were 
categorised as Hindus. Although the Pakistan government has made "Anand 
Marriage act" according to the Sikh religion, Sikhs in Hindustan still have 
"Hindu marriages act", after even though there has been 62 years of 
freedom. 
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By the Policy of the first Indian home minister Vallabhai Patel the Sikh 
refugees coming from Pakistan were not allowed to settle in the north 
region, that was their motherland. Instead they were scattered all over 
Hindustan, so that the Sikhs should never get united and could not get their 
(Sikh) mother land. The Indian government made a rule that the Punjabi 
residents (Sikhs) could not buy land in neighbouring states of Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh. The intention of the Indian home minister was 
to break unity among Sikh refugees from Pakistan in order to make them 
weak economically and socially. 

To change the Khalistani regions into the Hindustani regions in 1966 eastern 
Punjab was divided on the basis of language. Even though the mother 
language of the Punjabi Hindus is Punjabi, the Hindustani government 
showed their mother language as Hindi, the Punjabi speaking areas Haryana 
and Himachal were separated from Sikh majority areas and changed into 
Hindu speaking areas. The area that was left for Sikhs was declared a 
Punjabi speaking area. Though, even today Hindi is not the mother language 
of any state in Hindustan. Actually this seperation was not on basis of 
language but on basis of religion. This scheme of the Hindustan government 
resulted into the Sikh majority areas being declared as the Punjab State. This 
was done so that the SMi nation could not reclaim their rights on the other 
areas of Khalistan that were to be rightfully given to them in 1947 . 

During the partition of Hindustan in 1947 the land of 5 rivers Punjab was 
divided. 2 rivers came under Pakistan, while the other 3 came under eastern 
Punjab. Normally rivers are property of the region in which they flow. But, 
to destroy the economy of the Sikh majority area, the Hindustan government 
forcibly exploited the water of the 3 rivers of the western Punjab and its 
water was supplied to the states of Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi for free of 
cost. Whereas natural resources obtained from other states such as coal and 
minerals are sold to Punjab at a relatively higher rate. 

Punjab government has several times demanded the Hindustan government a 
fair compensation for their natural resource, its river water to other states. 
The compensation would consist of the damage done to Punjab, which 
would either be paid by the other states or the Hindustan government. 
Hindustan government should give Punjab due compensation for the loss it 
suffers, but the government totally indifferent. 
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Losses suffered by Punjab state: 

1 . Loss to Punjab region during floods. 

2. Loss of hundred of thousands of hectares that will become desert due 
to the diversion of water to other states, where the Punjab government 
could grow crops. 

The Sikh nation thinks that the present-day Hindustani polling system is 
nothing but a stamp of rule on the minorities by Hindu community. The 
polling system for electing the government is nothing but a serious threat to 
the minorities. The election system does not guarantee a safe future for the 
minorities living on Hindustani territory. You can't negotiate with someone 
after having (badly) humiliating him. The young man that saw his 
mother/sister being raped is standing firmly on his ground. Today the Sikh 
nation wants freedom from the Hindu rule under which his religion, culture, 
economy and human rights are not protected. 

Sikhs were sincere in their struggle for freedom and they trusted the false 
promises of the Hindu leaders. Hindu leaders deceived the Sikh nation. They 
tried to destroy the roots of the Sikh people politically, socially, 
economically and religiously. The Sikh history and culture was spoilt so 
much that its religious and cultural structure was almost destroyed. If the 
government's policies are mining ones culture, then what can one do. 

The struggle of Khalistan is not against any religion or race. It is struggle for 
the Sikh freedom since 1947. In the first phase of the movement from 1947 
till 1980, the Sikhs attempted to get freedom in a democratic ways, which 
resulted into injustice to Sikhs and hurting the rights of Punjab. After the 
attack by the Hindustani army on Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple), the 
demand of realisation of the fake promises of the Hindu leaders in 1947 was 
turned into a demand of a completely independent state called Khalistan. 

Hindu leaders trying to cut the roots of the minority people have made many 
Hindu right-wing terrorists groups such as Jan Sangh, Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Rashtriya Jagran Manch 
(Saffron Brigade), Sangh Parivaar, Abhinav Bharat, Bajrang Dal, Akhil 
Bharati Vidyarthi Parishad, Shiv Sena and Maharasthra Nav Nirman Sena 
(Mansa). 
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In Orissa and Karnataka churches are being attacked, Christians are looted 
and killed in broad day light and nuns are being raped. Hindu police, 
military and terrorist groups have killed atleast 300,000 Christians, 250,000 
Sikhs and 90,000 Muslims. 

The voice for freedom of the minorities have brutally been silenced by 
Hindu political powers which is against the values of democracy. This goes 
against the Charter of the United Nations Organisation. There is no 
democracy. The Sikh nation does not stand by any country whose 
governments conquer regions by fraud and refuse to give independance to its 
people. The freedom of Khalistan is the birth right of the Sikhs. Our struggle 
is not limited to the seat of prime minister, but our fight is to achieve our 
goals, which is Khalistan. Today we are demanding only those regions from 
Hindustan on which we had rights in 1947. So I request the European 
Community to help the Sikh nation to free Khalistan, the Sikh nations 
homeland. 



Jathedar Sukhdev Singh Jalwehra (Belgium) 

Address 

Khalistan House 
Rue De Flandre 1 1 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 

Telephone no : 0032 2 511 62 50 
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